STKUOTURE  OF  THE  ORGANS OF SPEECH.        75

lateral walls of the cavity of the mouth, which, if not
rigid, are at least widely separated; they are, moreover,
still further separated by the stylo-pkaryngeus muscles,
which descend from the styloid process of the temporal
bone situated even further apart; while the effect is
increased by the weight of the larynx, which, with the
parts below, is attached to the hyoid bone, drawing it
downwards, and thus necessarily stretching the walls of
the pharynx between the two points of attachment.

The depth (antero-posterior diameter) of the pharynx
is less regular, and presents several peculiarities. The
depth depends upon the distance of the posterior from
the anterior wall, and may, therefore, be varied by an
alteration in the position of either wall, or both walls
may be concerned in the alteration at once. This is the
case in the pharynx.

The conformation of the posterior wall is, on the
whole, simple, as it lies upon the anterior surface of the
cervical portion of the vertebral column, by which its
form is determined. This surface is, it is true, covered
by muscles, but they are of small size, and have no
perceptible effect upon the surface they occupy. Now, a
curve occurs in this portion of the vertebral column,
which is convex in front, and therefore the posterior
wall of the pharynx will also be curved forwards. The
highest part of this curve lies almost opposite the gap
between the soft palate and the epiglottis, from which
point it gradually recedes upwards to the base of the
skull, and downwards to the commencement of the
oesophagus. The height of this curve of course varies
greatly according to the individual, but may be roughly
estimated at 2 cm. (*78 inch).

The conformation of the anterior wall of the pharynx
is less simple, for although its upper and lower divisions